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ALCOHOL A FACTOR IN VIOLENT DEATHS 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY REPORT REVEALS 


Dr. William C. Wilentz, Chief Medical Examiner 
for Middlesex County, in his report to the Board of 
Chosen Freeholders for the year ending December 
13, 1957 has carefully compiled a list of those cases 
where alcohol was evident in the victims’ blood 
stream as shown by autopsies. 

Of the 158 autopsies performed, 76 involved 
deaths resulting from homicides, suicides, automo- 
bile and other types of accidents. 

Nine percent of all the autopsies revealed the 
percentage of alcohol in the blood was 0.15% or 
more, while 17% had traces of alcohol up to 0.15%. 
Therefore, in 26% of all cases including 74 medical 
and 8 surgical autopsies, the victim was drunk or 
had been drinking. Of 29 auto casualties 12 were 
under the influence. Five of the 10 suicides had been 
drinking while 2 of the 5 homicides were influenced 
by alcohol. 

In his resume covering the period 1933-1957, Dr. 
Wilentz’s report shows 647 auto fatalities with al- 
cohol a contributing factor in 50% or 321 instances. 
Of these, 134 of the victims were definitely intox- 
icated. 

The age group 20-29 listed the largest number 
of fatalities due to auto accidents. Sixty-seven per- 
cent of the 51 victims in that age group were drunk 
or had been drinking. 


INTRODUCING 

The Rev. Fenelon B. Whitaker of West Collings- 
wood is the most recent addition to our staff of 
speakers. He has already represented the League in 
various churches of South Jersey and has demon- 
strated his ability to inter- 
est congregations in the 

temperance ministry. 
Mr. Whitaker is a mem- 
ber of the New Jersey 
Methodist Conference. He 
received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Syracuse 
University and was award- 
ed the degree of Bachelor 
of Divinity by Drew Uni- 

versity. 

MR. WHITAKER Until the beginning of 
the current Conference Year, Mr. Whitaker had 





served the congregation of the Elmer Church. Pre- 
viously he had been pastor at Cape May, Audubon, 
Penns Grove and Ocean City. 

We know Mr. Whitaker has many friends among 
the churches in the Conference. We are confident 
that as he represents the League he will win many 
new friends for the temperance cause. 





MR. UNCLE AIDS EXPANDING 
SCHOOL PROGRAM 


Since coming with the League last September, the 
Rev. Joseph Uncle, Superintendent of the South Jer- 
sey area, has contributed substantially to the expan- 
sion of our educational work in the high schools. 

He has visited schools in: 
Bridgeton 
Ocean City 
Pitman 
Woodstown 
Penns Grove 
Williamstown 
Vineland (Sr. & Jr.) 
Salem 
Pennsville 
Cape May Court House 
Wildwood 


MR. UNCLE Atlantic City 


The above schools with approximately 9800 stu- 
dents are in addition to those visited by Mr. Lewis, 
League Executive Secretary. Without Mr. Uncle 
these young people could not have been reached. Is 
the work successful? Here is what the Brewers 
Journal of last March says in part: 
“Today the dry forces are attracting young, 
vigorous, intelligent and dedicated men 
and women to lead their fight. They are 
well financed, well organized, and ever- 
lastingly persistent. The drys are concen- 
trating on a technique designed to prop- 
agandize school children—so effectively— 
that a national pattern is emerging.” 


What the brewers say may be true except the 
reference “They are well financed . . .” The League 
needs the prayers and gifts of God’s people now as 
never before during the present leadership in New 
Jersey. 
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TRENDS IN OPINIONS 
CONCERNING DRINK 


That there are proportionately fewer American 
adults drinking now than there were 13 years ago 
is shown by the Gallup poll as reported recently. 
From a high of 67% in 1945 the number of adults 
who drink has progressively declined to a low of 
55% for 1958. 


While the greatest percentage of drinkers was 
found in the 21 to 29 year group in 1957, when 
64% reported they imbibed, the 1958 survey reveals 
a drop to 60% in that age range. The number of 
drinkers 50 years of age and over is 48%, the same 
in 1958 as in 1957. 


The “World Poll” as compiled by the New York 
Herald Tribune shows there is considerable concern 
in some countries for the growing problems asso- 
ciated with the use of alcoholic beverages. 


In answer to the question, “Do you think that 
there is so much drinking now that it is a menace 
to our society, or not?”, citizens of various countries 
surprisingly evidenced very different opinions. 
Whereas in France 54% answered yes to the above 
question, in Italy only 13% were of the opinion 
drinking is a menace. 


Of all areas covered by the report, citizens of 
Mexico City evidenced the greatest concern with 
71% agreeing there is so much drinking that it 
constitutes a definite problem. 


As concerning the extent of drinking in these 
countries, only 19% of the French adults abstain as 
compared with 22% in Italy. In Mexico City 45% 
abstain while the largest number of non-drinkers 
may be found in Japan where 58% do not use al- 
coholic beverages. A close second for the honor of 
having the fewest number who imbibe are the cities 
of San Paulo and Rio de Janeiro in Brazil where 
57% abstain. 





PROPOSED LEGISLATION 


A bill intended to require all licensed establish- 
ments to close between the hours of 2 A.M. and 
7 A.M. has been introduced in the Assembly by 
J. Edward Crabiel, Democrat, Middlesex County. 

The League believes such legislation is desirable, 
not because we would recommend all taverns be 
open from 7 A.M. to 2 A.M. but because there are 
now many communities which allow additional 
hours of sale. As a result patrons of those taverns 
which now close at 2 A.M. frequently will speed 
from such taverns to another community where the 
law allows 3 A.M. or even later closing. 

The bill introduced by Mr. Crabiel is numbered 
A-428. It is a safety measure, it will provide for 
more effective enforcement by A.B.C. and many li- 
censees will welcome the restriction because it has 
been said, “only the rowdy element with little 
money to spend want to stay in the saloons after 2 
o'clock in the morning.” 

This proposal would not affect those communities 
which have local ordinances requiring earlier closing 
hours. 





LENDING LIBRARY SERVICE 


The Temperance League offers its supporters a 
new service intended to especially help pastors, 
teachers and students. 

A library of books dealing with various aspects 
of the alcohol problem is to be made available on a 
loan basis. Because some of the books are out of 
print and could not be duplicated we consider this 
service of special value to those doing research or 
who wish to make comparisons with current events. 

Each number of the “News” will list six different 
books and provide a brief description. We will make 
the books available on a first come first served 
basis. It is expected borrowers will return each book 
postage paid after a two week period. 


THE AMAZING STORY OF REPEAL 
By Fletcher Dobyns, Published 1940—441 pages. 
Describes the propaganda used by pressure groups 
in effecting the repeal of the 18th amendment. Of 
interest to those active in public relations work. 


HIGHWAY TO HEALTH 
By Mary Jan Haley, Published 1957 — 86 pages. 
Very helpful for teachers in the preparation of 
Daily Vacation Bible School lessons. 


PLEASING GOD WITH MY BODY 
By Doris D. Monroe, Published 1957—90 pages. 


For teachers of primary grade children. Includes a 
complete program for 4 sessions. 


ALCOHOL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

By McCarthy & Douglas, Published 1951 — 304 
pages. This book was placed in the libraries of New 
Jersey by the State Department of Health in coop- 
eration with the Department of Education. 
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WAYNE WHEELER DRY BOSS 
By Justin Stewart, Published 1928 — 304 pages. 


An uncensored biography by the man who served 
as publicity secretary to Wayne Wheeler. 


THE CUP OF FURY 
By Upton Sinclair, Published 1956 — 185 pages. 


A documented, slashing expose of the whiskey in- 
dustry and its attempt to make drinking a “social 
grace.” 





SUCCESS 
— if you don’t drink 


The above is the title of an attractive, colorful 
booklet made available through the kindness of the 
Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance Company. 


The booklet begins by 
asking its readers: 


“Do you really have to 
drink to be smart or pop- 
ular or successful? The ads 
imply that everybody who 
is anybody drinks. But do 
they? On the following 
pages are the ideas of nine 
highly successful people 
who are sitting on the top 

MARLYN VAN perRBUR Of the ladder professional- 
MISS AMERICA 1958 ly. They got where they 
are without drinking. Why can’t you? 





It pictures Miss America of 1958, Roy Rogers, 
Dick Button, Bob Richards, Lily Pons and others, 
along with their statements as to why they do not 
drink. 


Single copies of the booklet are availabie without 
charge from the League office. For larger quantities 
write Preferred Risk, 6000 Grand Avenue, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 


LEST WE FORGET 


The United States reveres the memory of three 
martyred presidents Lincoln, Garfield and 
McKinley. It has been said that practically the last 
thing done by each of their assassins before com- 
mitting their terrible deeds was . . . to brace him- 
self with a strong drink. 





WHO’S WHO IN THE 
TEMPERANCE LEAGUE 


Mr. H. Walford Martin, Presbyterian layman of 
Summit, N. J., was elected to the Executive Com- 











mittee February 27, 1958. He has had an interest in 
the Temperance cause since he served as Secretary 
of a Band of Hope in 
Bingley, England 1894-9. 
In 1930 he was active in 
the formation of what is 
now the Summit Associa- 
tion for Liquor Control 
and has been its President 
since 1931. With consider- 
able success it has opposed 
any extension of the facil- 
ities for the sale of alco- 
holic beverages in Summit 

MR. MARTIN and, among other things, 
has presented a booklet to the graduating class of 
the High School since 1935. He has been an elder 
in the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. since 1911. 


Mr. Martin was educated at the University of 
Leeds, England and in 1949 retired as Secretary of 
the General Dyestuff Corporation of New York 
after 49 years of service. He is Corresponding Sec- 
retary of the Old Guard of Summit, N. J., Inc. 





A PASTOR REPORTS 


Our church benefited recently from a visit by Mr. 
Lewis, executive secretary of the Temperance 
League. He spoke to the combined Sunday School 
using a turn-over chart which held the attention of 
everyone and gave sound 
information which will en- 
able the young people to 
withstand the deceptive 
advertising of the liquor 
people. His message in the 
church service was well 
received. Forcefully pre- 
sented, but without arous- 
ing antagonism, the mes- 
sage was a challenge to our 
people to show Christian 
concern for the victims of 
the liquor traffic. Our people liked especially the 
emphasis upon prevention rather than cure; that is, 
seeking to fortify young people by sound education 
on the subject of alcohol’s effects, so that they will 
have a reason for saying “no” without embarrass- 
ment. We see clearly now that the protection of our 
young people from this scourge is the Christian re- 
sponsibility of us all. And we are glad for the im- 
pact which the Temperance League is making in 
the State, through the schools and through the 
churches. 


METHODIST CHURCH 
ALLENTOWN 


JOHN D. MERWIN, Pastor 
The Allentown Methodist Church 
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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
OBSERVANCE 


As dnnounced in the last number of the “Tem- 
perance News” the League this year is celebrating 
its 50th Anniversary. 

One of the goais of the Anniversary observance 
is to secure 500 new sustaining members. 

It is imperative that the League win new friends 
if it is to expand and make more effective the work 
of Temperance in New Jersey. 


Letters of invitation have gone out to Women’s 
Societies, Church Schools and other groups. It is 
possible the organization of which you are a mem- 
ber has received such an invitation. If not, may we, 
through this column, solicit your help in urging 
your class, W.S.CS., etc. to become a sustaining 
member of the Temperance League? We will direct 
an invitation to the president or secretary of your 
organization, providing you with a copy of the let- 
ter in order that you might know when to speak 
on behalf of the proposal. Send us the name or 
names of those to whom you would have us write 
and help make the Anniversary program a success. 





AN ANNIVERSARY VOLUNTEER 
REPORTS 


Mrs. W. G. (Irene) Sweet of Belvidere is a mem- 
ber of the League Board of Trustees. She is one of a 
number of friends of the League who signed up as 
an “Anniversary Volut_teer” and promised to raise 

$50. in connection with 
the 50th Anniversary pro- 
gram of the Temperance 
League. 
Mrs. Sweet is also a mem- 
ber of the Summerfield 
Methodist Church which 
celebrated its 100 Anni- 
versary in 1957. 
To get her $50 Mrs. 
Sweet enlisted the help of 
SUMMERFIELD METHODIST the ladies of the church. 
CHURCH Rummage was collected, 
cakes were baked, and food prepared for a lunch- 
eon. Many affiliated with other faiths contributed 
goods and services. 

For 50 cents visitors were invited to partake of 
all the pepper pot they could eat, or a platter of 
frankfurter, kraut, beans and salad plus dessert and 
coffee. 

So infectious was the interest of Mrs. Sweet and 
her associates that before the “sale” was over $70 
had been raised. 

The Temperance League is grateful for this fine 
display of initiative on the part of the good folk at 
Summerfield Church. May their efforts serve to en- 
courage others who might say, “I would like to help 
but I don’t see how I could raise $50 for the 
League.” 

Sign up today. 


Be an Anniversary Volunteer! 





Dear Mr. Lewis: 

I want to register as an “Anniversary Volunteer” 
and will try to raise $50 or more for the SOth An- | 
niversary celebration. Send me literature and other 
helps. | 


LIQUOR DEALERS THRIVE ON 
NEGRO MARKET 


Liquor dealers thrive on Negro liquor purchases, 
if information published by Ebony and Jet Mag- 
azines is correct. According to the fifth annual sur- 
vey of the alcohol beverage market among Negroes, 
released by EBONY and JET, “Negroes spend up 
to three times as much for alcoholic beverages as 
white consumers with comparable incomes. . . 


“Indications in the current study confirm results 
of earlier studies that Negroes are continuing to 
buy by brand and that they prefer quality. The 
Negro market, the survey shows, is following the 
general trend toward bourbons and vodkas. Among 
Negroes, however, the smaller bottle sizes are the 
most popular. 


“Dealers interviewed in 12 major markets re- 
ported that decanters and pre-wraps had little or no 
effect on sales to Negroes during the holiday sea- 
son.” —From Advertising Age. 





“THE PICTURE YOU PAINT” 


“We grown-ups are constantly painting pictures 
which influence our children. I know a 12-year-old 
girl who can scarcely wait to marry so she can be 
divorced to marry someone else. That's the picture 
of adult life her divorced parents have created for 
her. Recently my own little daughter, Kathy, and 
her friends were playing house. 


“Let's have a tea party!” she cried. Said Mary Lee 
scornfully, “Tea is old fashioned. Let’s have cock- 
tails. This water is the gin.” 

“Aunt Mina serves tea,” Kathy said quietly. “A 
cup of tea is pretty.” 

And so they served tea; according to Aunt Mina’s 
picture of hospitality. 

One picture is indeed worth a thousand words. 

—Copyright 1958, Guideposts Mag., Inc. 








